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2 THE COURT: Are you ready to proceed, Mr. Cook?
3 MR. COOK: Yes, Your Honor. We are reconvened

4 for the purpose of presenting the testimony of Mr. Thomas

5 Francis Reilly. Mr. Reilly has come up from the Miami area
6 to testify, and we will at this time call him to the stand.
7 Mr. Reilly has requested that he be allowed. to

8 affirm the fact that he be allowed to tell the truth because
9 of his religious beliefs.

10 THOMAS FRANCIS REILLY,

1 called as a witness on behalf of the defendant, being first
12 duly sworn by the Court, was examined and testified as

13 follows:

14 DIRECT EXAMINATION

15 BY MR. COOK:

16 0 Mr. Reilly, would you please state your full
17 name and address and your occupation for the Court?

18 A Thomas Francis Reilly, R-e-i-1l-l-y, Junior.

19 I live at+43 Star Island, Miami Beach, Florida 33139.

20 I'm a priest of the Ethiopian Zion Coptic Church.

21 0 what is your age?

22 A. Thirty-eight. I was born June 20, 1943, in

23 Boston, Massachusettes.

2 0 Mr. Reilly, the Ethiopian Zion Coptic Church -- 1Is

25 that the same church that Carl Olson is a member of?

Jowa District Court, Jasper County, on remand from 315 N.W.2d 1 (lowa 1982)
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A Yes, it is.

Q Do you know him?

A Yes, I do.

0 How long?

A About five years now.

0 And approximately how long has Mr. Olson been a
member of this church?

A About six years.

Q Mr. Reilly, is the Ethiopian Zion Coptic Church
registered as a corporate entity in the United States in
any state?

A In the state of Florida.

0 Mr. Reilly, I'd like to ﬁand you what's been
marked as Defendént's Exhibit 1 for identification, and ask
you to identify that?

A Yes.

0 Does that purport to be a copy of an annual report
for the Florida Department of State?

A Yes.

Q And was this document something which you brought
from the corporate records of the Zion Coptic Church, Inc.?

A Yes, sir.

o And it lists as an official of the church a

Thomas Reilly?

A That's me.
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Q. Is that also you?
A Yes, sir.
0 Approximately how long has the 2zion Coptic Church

been a corporate structure within Florida?

A I believe since 1975.

Q Mr. Reilly, at some point in time was the
Ethiopian Zion Coptic Church or its American affiliate
recognized by the Internal Revenue Service as a non-profit
charitable organization?

A Yes, sir, at the same time.

MR. COOK: Would you mark this, please?
(Defendant's Exhibit-No. 2 is marked.)

0 Mr. Reilly, I hand you what has been marked as
pefendant's Exhibit No. 2, and ask you if you can identify
that document, sir?

A. Yes, sir.

0 Does that purport to be a facsimile copy of an

application with the Internal Revenue Service?

A Yes, sir, it is.

0 Was that filed on behalf of the Zzion Coptic Church?
A Yes, sir.

Q Was that tax status granted by the Internal

Revenue Service?
A Yes, sir, it was.

0 Has it been revoked by the Internal Revenue
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Service?

A, If I may explain -- I don't know the exact word.
Pépers were filed which were questioning our status with
the Internal Revenue Service. We haven't gone to court
yet. |

0. A '75 suit was filed?

A By the Internal Revenue Service.

0 Where is that suit filed at?

A The Miami Federal District Court.

0 And it is currently pending?

A Yes, sir.

0. Mr. Reilly, the Zion Coptic Ch»rrch, Inc., is
that some new church or something which you yourself are
responsible for starting?

A No, sir. That's an extension of the Ethiopian
Zion Coptic Church in America.

0. What is the Ethiopian Zion Coptic Church?

A It is a church -- I'm not sure how I should
answer that question. It's a church that myself and other
members found in Jamaica that has existed for several
centuries among the black people, and I learned of the
church in Jamaica and have accepted the teéachings and have
lived within the teachings since that time.

0 Is the church recognized in Jamaica as a church?

A The church has been incorporated by an act of
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the Jamaican parliament.

MR. COOK: Would you please mark this?

(Defendant's Exhibit No. 3 is marked.)

Q Mr. Reilly, I hand you what's been marked as
Defendant's Exhibit No. 3 for identification, and ask if you
recognize that document, sir?

A. Yes, sir. That is a copy of what's referred to
as an act of eleven of 1976 of the Jamaican parliament and
for the incorporation of the Ethiopian Zién Coptic Church.
And it was enacted by the Queen's Most Excellent Magisty,
referring to the Queen of England.

0 Is that recognition of status still valid within
the country of Jamaica?

A Yes, sir.

MR. COOK: 1I'd move the admission of Exhibits 1,
2 and 3 for identification.

MR. NEIGHBOR: Are you seeking to admit them into
evidence at this time?

MR. COOK: Yes.

MR. NEIGHBOR: The State would object to the
admission of those documents into evidence based upon the
fact that they are hearsay and not the best evidence and
no proper foundation has been laid to support the
authenticity of these documents and further the State

believes that the documents themselves are irrelevant to
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any matters before the Court. That is, whether or not
the defendant possessed a controlled substance with the
intent to distribute for profit.

THE COURT: Well, the objection is sustained, but
they're in for purposes of appeal in the event an appeal
should be brought about by either party. In short, it's
a form of an Offer of Proof.

MR. COOK: Would the Court please specify which
of those grounds or both of those?

THE COURT: Relevancy.

MR. COOK: Thank you, sir.

0 Mr. Reilly, did the Ethiopian Zion Coptic Church

start with the Jamaican Parliamentary Act?

A No, sir.

0 I believe I heard you testify that it is centuries
0ld?

A It is recorded in all history as having started

in Ethiopia many thousands of years ago, and it was carried
to the western hemisphere when the black people were brought
from African to this hemisphere.

0 Has there been one particular individual who is
responsible for this church or who's been most important
to the church?

A The one most recognized is Mr. Marcus Garby, who

is a Jamaican, who preached in Jamaica and America.
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0. Mr. Reil;y, approximately when, sir, was the
Ethiopian 2Zion Coptic Church brought to this country?

A In 1971.

Q Was that by you?

A Yes, and others. Other members who had become
part of the church in Jamaica.

0 And can you give me any idea, sir, of the number
of people who in the United States belong to the Ethiopian
zion Coptic Church?

A Yes. There's a list of some twenty-five thousand
members of the church -- people that subscribe to the church.
There's a smaller number of priests and those who are full-
time committed to the church.

0 Wwhat is Mr. Olson's status within the church?

A He's been a priest with the church for the last
five years or so.

0 Is there a particular requirement or requirements
to becoming a priest in the Ethiopian 2Zion Coptic Church?
A Yes, sir. It requires an adherence to the

commandments and the teachings of the church and also an

offer of your labor and time toward the work of the church.

0. Is the status of priesthood a full-time occupation?‘
A Yes, sir.
Q Of the number of persons who belong to the church,

do you have any idea of how many people have attained the



10

1

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

43

status of priesthood?

A You're talking about America?
Q Yes.
A Fifty to sixty.

Q Are you yourself a priest, sir?

A Yes, sir.

0 Is there a hierarchy in the church? Are some
priests more important or more involved than others?

A Only from the standpoint in the same way as your
own home you would expect the father to direct the children
as opposed to the children directing the father. We have
church elders in Jamaica who are very much elders both in

age and length of time within the church, and we look to

_ them as spiritual fathers and for spiritual guidance. Among

ourselves we consider ourselves equal.

0 Is the Ethiopian 2Zion Coptic Church a part of
any larger religious move, sir?

A No.

Q You consider yourselves a separate and distinct

entity similar to but different from the Catholic Church?

A Yes, sir.

0 Or any other commonly recognized church in
America?

A We profess a belief in the teachings of the

Bible. We believe in both the 0l1d and New Testament which



10
1"
12
13
&4
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

44

differentiates ourselves from the Catholic or Jewish faith
or what have you.

o what is the major tenant of the beliefs of the
Ethiopian 2Zion Coptic Church?

A. The major tenant is that God lives in the heart
of everyone, that we're created in the image and likeness
of God, and that we have a responsibility to live by His
commandments. We have a responsibility not to lie, not
to steal, not to commit adulterxy because God made us to
function better when we do not do those things, and we
are responsible for all that we do.

o) When you say that the spirit of God is in you,
are you saying that you are the church?

A The people is the congregation of the brothers
and sisters and families of the church. The church is a
living concept which also is consistent with the teachings
of the scripture which says: "No you not that you are the
temple of the living God, not the building, but the man."

0 Mr. Reilly, within the church, are you known as
Brother Love?

A. Yes.

0 Now, what is the sacrament of the Ethiopian
Zion Coptic Church?

A It is a herb which is known as ganja and also

known as marijuana and also known as Indian hemp.
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0. Is there a basis for the use of marijuana?

®

Yes, many.

Q Can you tell me which one specifically?

A On the very first page of the Bible in the
discussion of creation, in Gen. 1. 29 is says: "Behold,
I have given you every herb-bearing seed which is upon
the earth to you. It will be for meat." In the book of
Psalms, it says that God created the grass for the cattle
and the herbs for the service of man. In the book of
the First Corinthians, 11, we are shown the supper of Our
Lord involves a sharing of a spiritual sacrament of bread
and wine which we comprehend to be herbs. And in the book
of Revelations it talks about an angel passing a cup from
a hand of man to a hand of another man and others also.
In Exodus there's a reference to a burning bush -- to Moses
receiving certain spiritual enlightenment from an encounter
with a bush.

Q You mentioned wine and bread. That is a sacrament

of most recognized churches- in this country at this time?

A Yes, sir.
Q Does marijuana serve that same function to you?
A Yes. I was brought up in the Roman Catholic Church

and the Roman. Catholic Church refers to certain pages of
scripture which they claim explains why they symbolically

give a piece of bread and wine. We read the exact same



