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District Court, Muscatine County, on remand from 293 N.W.2d 216 (lowa 1980)
State of lowa v. Carl Eric Olsen, Case No. 738-578, May 28, 1982

called as. a witness on behalf of the Defendant, after being |

first duly sworn by the Court, was examined and testified

Plaintiff's Exhibit #3

MELANIE DREHER,

i

: as follows:

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. COOK:

Q .

Miss Dreher, for the benefit of all involved, would

you make sure that all of your responses are oral and loud

[
enough so that we can all. hear you, please. l

A

Q

Sure.

Would you please give your full name, your address

" and your occupation to the Court.

“and on for the last ten years.

A

you want

Q
A.

0
A,

Q

It's Dr. Melanie Dreher. I live in New York. Do

a specific address?

No, that's fine.
I'm assistant orofessor at Columbia University.

What is your major field of expertise, Miss Dreher?

I have a Ph.D in anthrovology.

Would you give the Court a brief background of‘your

educational experience?

A

My doctorate in anthropology is from Columbia

University; that included several periods of research in

Jamaica and the west Indies. I started doing research on

chronic marijuana use there in 1969 and have continued off |
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I have Adone a second study of childhcod marijuara use

in 1980 and '81, and currently have a proposal in with the

i Federal Government to study the effects of marijuana smoking

" on pregnancy and lactation and neonatal health.

I have also been a postdoctorate fellow for the

National Institute on Drug 3Abuse and have a joint-appointment

- with Teacher's College at Columbia University.

03 Dr. Dreher, what was your doctoral dissertation
~entitled?
A The title of the dissertation, which is now

- published as a book, is Working Men and Ganja.

0. Was this based uvon your study of the use of Gania
in Jamaica and the West Indies? ;

A, This was based upon that study of three rural

Jamaican communities in the parish of St. Thomas; comparing

the use by farmers of marijuana in those three communities.

Q Do you belong to any professional societies?

A I belong to the American Anthrooological Associa-
tion, the Society for Applied Anthropology, the Northeastern
Anthropological Association, American Public Health Associa-
tion.

0 Have you published other works or magazine articles,
in a professional capacity?

A. Yes, I have. I'm sorry I can't give you the refer-

ences right now. One is due to be published in Human Organi-

|
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zation, one is published in the West Indian Journal, and

! I've given several pavers, about four of which have been

. published in the proceedings of those meetings.

Q Dr. Dreher, have you been recognized as an. expert

witness in any federal court?

A Yes, I have, in Miami and in Soringfield,
Massachusetts.
Q Have you been recognized in any state courts as an

expert witness? i
A I don't think so, no. , '
MR. COOK: Perhaps we could ask the Judge tok
récoqnize you as an expert witness.
THE COURT: I would acknowledge. that.
Q Miss Dreher, on your studies of -- first of all,
tell the Court what is Ganja? : ‘ | ;
A. Ganja is the Jamaican term for cannabis or |
marijuana. It has an East Indian name because it was brought
to Jamaica by East Indians following manurission.

Q Is that a pile of Ganja that we have here in front

of us? Can you tell or does it appear to be?

A Well, I can't tell from here. It smells as though
it is.
Q In your studies in Jamaica did you ever have occa- '

sion to become involved with the Ethiopian Zion Coptic

Church?

- - e e i e e ; . el
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A, Yes, I did. 1In my second study, which took place i
in 1979, 1980, '81, I went back to the area where I had done

previous field work, which was in St. Thomas. And one of ‘the

ioroperties that had been owned by the Post Mistrees (phonetic)

and White Horses had been purchased by a aroup called the

Ethiopian Zion Coptic Church. This was about a 1,500 acre
;parcel of land.
I asked local residents about the church, and they said

!
that they had cleared the land, established several head !

of -- hundred head of cattle on the land and were essentiallyi
large -- currently large farmers in the area.
0 Did you have occasion to do a professional study

!
iof the Ethiopian Zion Coptic Church?

% A Well, I studied the church peripherally from the {
| |
!point of view of the outside community when I was -- or the |

Elarger community when I was doing that study. But I never

fhad a chance to study the church internally.

I was employed by Ramsey Clark to testify for the church,
.at which point, I said I could not testify until I did at
Eleast a small study of the church.

i
; Q Did you undertake specifically to go back to
|

| Jamaica, I take it a third time, to specifically study this i

' ChurCh? i
A I went back, actually, three more times to look at ;

: !

gthat church. I went in December of 1979, March -- not '79,

|
n
i
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|
|

'80 -- March of '81 and Apfil of '81. '81 -- sorry, it's
'80. It is '80.

Q Aporoximately how much time did you spend studying
the Ethiopian Zion Coptic Church? '

A. Altogether close to two weeks.

Q. Did you do any research on this particular church

outside of your field study?

A, As opposed to that -- I'm sorry?
[0} Did you do any library research or -- §
A Oh, yes. I researched in the sense that I had to

compare it to other Rastafarian movements and put it into
the context of West Indian religion and Jamaican religion,

specifically.

Q Dr. Dreher, is there a commonly accepted definition,

of a religion?
A There are several commonly accepted definitions

of religion. Probably the most accepted one is that it is

an organized system of belief and practice which recognizes

: sacred objects and belief in a supernatural being, and it

also has to -- there has to be a church in -- not a physical
church in that sense, but a group of individuals who share
that belief and which includes both laymen and priests.

Q Compared to that definition of a éhurch, did you -
akalyze the Ethiopian Zion Coptic Church?

A Yes, I did.

THE IOWA DISTRICT COURT
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0 What did you find? What were the results that
you arrived at when you held the Ethiopian Zion Copntic Church
up to that standard?

A. That the Ethiopian Zion Coptic Church falls well
within the definition of religion, and certainly in its
earlier stages of religious develovment, in the sense that

it may not be as formalized as some of our more traditional

religions like Catholicism or Protestantism, but it would be
|
comparable to Protestantism in the earlier days of the i

reformation, but certainly well within the definition of

religion.
0} Did you find a groupo of peopnle practicing this
" religion?
B Yes, I did. I found, actually, twOo grouos of
~people; one located in-White Horses in Jamaica and -- where

many of them resided on a gospel camp and there were others
who resided outside the camp as well, and then another group
at Star Island in Miami.

0 Did you find a belief in a supernatural being as

an integral part of the tenets of that church?

A Yes, there is. The church is basically a Christian

church. According to the doctrine of this church, the

! mantle of prophecy was passed from Jesus to his disciples

- and then for several hundred years this prophecy was hidden

from black men. Then it was passed to Marcus Garvey, who

OSSR |
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was a political and relicious leader in Jamaica and other

West Indian islands in the late 1920s and '30s.

Then that mantle of prophecy was nassed from Marcus

Garvey to the founder of the church, who was Louva Williams.

Q. Can you describe for the Court briefly what the

. basic premise of the Ethiopian- Zion Coptic Church -- what

~is the basic tendency of that church?

A. There are a few. One has to do with the concept Ofl

Jesus, which they have conceptualized as Jes-us, meaning that
Jesus is within every man. They do not believe in a -- what |
they would call a Sky God or a God up in heaven; that when !

you die you are going to go up there. !

They believed that in each of us there is a deity

with another man, he is in communication, essentially, with

i God and with Jesus.

I
|
and consequently, that every time one man is in communicationi
|

Another concépt is the -- the sort of -- how would you
describe it -- the duality of the religion, which derives,
certainly, from the King James vexson of the bible, but then é
again from a hidden prophet -- or the prophecy that was hidden
for so many years from black men, that has to do with the
juxtaposition of good and evil, natural and unnatural, clean
and unclean. So that things that are -- are natural are g
also good, they are holy and sacred.

Ganja is a -- considered a sacred object in the church
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falong with the Xing James version of the bible, and as a |
isacred object has taken the place of -- has assumed the i
position of being the sacrament of the church.

0 Dr. Dreher, in your studies of the Ethiooian Zioh

Coptic Church did you ever hear a term called "a life of

living"?
A. I can't say I did, actually.
0. Have you ever heard a term to describe the life

style that the individual members must subscribe to?
A, Well, I -- certainly, it could be described in more
than one term. They would describe their life stvle byv

many terms I believe; natural, good,holy, righteous.

Q Would you describe their life style as being a
strict religion?

A They are an extremely moralistic, extremely rigid
religion, I think, in commarison with other religions.

The members are not permitted to dance, they are not

“permitted, really, to have any kind of social or recreationeal

activities. The women are required to wear long dresses,
cover their heads, or at least cover their hair. Vviomen are
not permitted to wear makeup. Neither men ror women wear
;jewelry, with the exception of nerhavs a watch.

The men are expected hot -~ are prohjbited from trimmina
their hair, so that they let their hair arow, and they also --

or from trimming beards as well.

!
!
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They are, in that respect, similar to other Rastafarian

movements, except that other Rastafarians leave their hair

in what they call dreadlocks and the Ethiopian 2Zion members

insist on combing their hair and they do not wear dreadlocks.

QO Is there a prohibition or proscription concerning
diet in this particular religion?

A They obey most of the dietary laws outlined in

Leviticus in the Old Testament so that they are not permitted’

to eat pork, for example, Or any crustaceans. The beef has to

be killed in a certain way and that is by hanging the cow --=

cattle upside down, then slitting the throat and letting the

blood drain out on the ground.

They eat food that is natural and unfertilized of -
with chemical fertilizers.

Q. Dr. Dreher, you indicated that they -- the church
itself believes in biblical authority for their diet. pid
you find that there is a biblical authority or biblical
guideline for virtually evérything they do within their life
style?

A. Well, certéinly for most of what they do within
their life style the pbible is a guide. And, actually, the
reasoning that goes on among members of the church is inter-
pretation of biblical scriptures and how that applies to --

npt only to -their life style, but to the reactions of other

people to their life style.
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Q Dr. Dreher, did you find an organized study of the
bible by the members?

A Well, what do you mean by "organized"?

Q Let me ask you this: Was there an organized
discussion of the bible on a regular basis by the members of

the church?

A There was constant discussion of the bible by members

of the church. "Organize" is not cuite the way I would

! choose to describe it, but it's -- it's not systematic

~in the sense that there are formal kinds of classes set up

or seminars or anything like that, but the bible is a part

of practically every discussion that takes place among

members of the church.

0 You used the term "reasoning:" Dr. Dreher, what
would a reasoning‘be? How would you describe that?

A Reasoning is a theological discussion among
members of the church, but for the most nart only men of the
church.

While the men are reasoning and engacing in this theo-
logical discourse, the women are expected to sit around the
perimeters and not to join in the discussion. The reasoning
is the -- perhaps the less formal type of communication or
orayer.

The oblations are the more formalized method of prayer.

The oblations-étart at between 4:30 and 5:00 in the morning
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